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The Woods and Lohse St Public Realm 

Revitalisation is the development of a 

concept plan and space upgrade for the 

park and surrounding retail/trade 

district at Woods and Lohse St, 

Laverton.  
Community consultation for this stage of the 

engagement occurred between 2nd May 2022 

and 5th June 2022, running across Participate 

and two face-to-face sessions. 

 

Project Summary 
The concept plan and space upgrade is to be 

developed to deliver several aims for this 

space including and not limited to: 

• Creating a gathering space with more 

reasons for community to visit and use the 

space. 

• Redesign the layout to encourage visitors 

and to include more shade trees and 

environmental sustainability through 

design. 

• Upgrading of equipment and more 

outdoor activities to compliment the 

current arts studio/spaces.  
 

•   

 

Community Engagement 
Throughout the engagement process, a multi-

activity approach was performed: 

 
Activity Details  

In Person 

Session 
7th May 2022 – 10am-12pm, 

Bloc Party, Woods and 

Lohse St, Laverton. 
In Person 

Session 
14th May 2022 - 11am-2pm, 

McCormack Park, Laverton. 
Interactive 

Map 

Participate 2nd May – 5th 

June. Seeking feedback for 

issues and opportunities. 
Online 

survey 

Participate 2nd May – 5th 

June. Seeking feedback for 

issues and opportunities. 

 
These community engagement opportunities 

were primarily shared via Council’s digital 

platforms. 

 

What we heard 
Respondent statistics:  

Platform Details  

Participate 214 site visits with 34 total 

contributions. 

Social 9137 people reached with 47 

engagements across multiple 

platforms.  
Email 607 emails sent to registered 

stakeholders. 

Interaction Rate: 23.4% (Unique Visits vs 

participate contributions) 

 

Interactive Map:  

Community feedback was sought on the issues 

and opportunities through an interactive map 

based on the Woods and Lohse site to aid in 

the development of the concept plan and 

design. (n=18) 

Key feedback included:  

• Revitalise and attract more local 

businesses (n = 5) 

• Needs to be a police presence at this 

police station (n = 3) 

• [Addition of] water fountains (n = 2) 

• [Addition of] trees/planting (n = 2) – native 

plants, grass coverage and indigenous 

wildflower meadows.  

• [Addition of] seating (n = 2) 

• Run down shops need renovation (n = 2) 

• Improving the play space (n = 2) 

 

 

Online survey:  

Community feedback was sought on the issues 

and opportunities at the Woods and Lohse site 

to aid in the development of the concept plan 

and design. Specific usage questions and user 

issues were addressed through various 

questions. (n=16) 

Community was asked, “What activities would 

you like to see available in this space?” 

(n = 15) 

Key feedback included:  

• Dining/cafes – n = 8 

• Retail – n = 6 

• Outdoor dining – n = 4 

• Public art – n = 4 

• Festivals – n = 4 

• Markets – n = 4 

• Local concerts – n = 3 

• Other activities: Seating, art precinct, 

events, playground, lawn space. 

 

In person Sessions:  

Two Face to Face events were held with 

representatives from relevant project teams. 

Key feedback included:  

• Opportunities for retail including on-street 

trading.  

• The addition of bins  

• Considerations around lighting and safety  
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• Upgrades the car park  

• More planting  

• A community hub  

Community feedback at the face-to-face 

sessions overall was quite general with a lot of 

contributions across various topics and areas 

within the space. In general, the feedback 

aligned with the central aims of the Woods and 

Lohse Public Realm Revitalisation in terms of 

the potential issues and opportunities within 

the area.   

 

Conclusion: 

Through the online survey 81% of 

respondents indicated that their use of the 

space was mainly around passing through. As 

a result, a lot of responses featured 

opportunities and issues that would improve 

the space to make it more of a destination.  

The key topics were identified as:  

Opportunities:  

• Increased local trader – both retail 

and dining/cafes with offerings such as 

outdoor dining, on street trading, markets and 

usage of empty trade spaces.  

• Amenities – Seating and bins. The 

current public toilets had an overall positive 

response.  

• Improvements to spaces – 

playground/play space, lawns, greening and 

planting, footpaths.  

Issues 

• Closed police station – Some 

feedback indicated that community would like 

to see this reinstated – this may not be in 

scope of this project.  

• Assessments of potentially dangerous 

trees.  

• Rubbish/litter  

• Lighting for the purpose of safety. 

 

Next steps 
A concept plan will provided for community 

consultation in August/September 2022 via 

Council’s Participate webpage. If you have any 

questions regarding the Woods and Lohse 

Public Realm Revitalisation or other works in 

this area, please email 

projects@hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au.

 

 


