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For tens of thousands of years, Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples have cared for
Country. This includes areas within what we now call
Brooklyn and Altona North in the City of Hobsons
Bay.

The Bunurong Peoples of the Kulin nation have played
an important role in the management of land,
water, and the natural landscape in these areas,
sustaining healthy communities and wisely
managing the resources of these lands. This
custodianship and care continues today.

We acknowledge that this plan covers an area that sits
within the traditional land of the Kulin Nation.
We recognise the First Peoples’ relationship to this
land and offer our respect to their elders, past and
present. We welcome the participation of Aboriginal
and Torres peoples as we shape a future in which

the community thrives.




How would you make
Brooklyn and Altona North
better places to live?
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1.1 BETTER PLACES

A NEW APPROACH
TO CHANGE

Child placing their project idea on BAN map at Paisley Park Altona N
community engagement, Better Places Out and About Festival
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What are the things that make a place a great
place to live?........

And how would you go about making the place
you call home an even better place live into the
future?........

Creating great places to live is a complex
process. lts about more than just buildings and
the way things look. Its about the people, the
spaces in between buildings, and all the little
things that add up to give life and a sense of
community to a place.

Creating great places is also a collaborative
process. It requires a vision that captures
the imagination and shared identity of the
people who live there and gives them a sense
of ownership and opportunities to be actively
involved.

To create a great place you have to think about
the place as a whole, understanding and
enhancing the things that make it special and
knowing the elements needed to make the place
better into the future.

Better Places is ultimately about
providing a more holistic and
integrated approach to thinking about
and designing for change.....

The Better Places program has recently been
developed by Hobsons Bay City Council to
provide a more holistic and integrated approach
to thinking about and designing for change into
the future. Better Places is focused on taking

a more placed based approach - thinking in
terms of overall ‘places’ rather than individual
‘pieces’ - and providing a new model for the
way that Council designs and delivers projects.
Better Places also aims to more actively involve
the community in the process of shaping the
place they live in, helping to create a vision

that not only reflects their values, ideas and
priorities, but also provides practical ideas and
clear steps towards turning the vision into real
improvements into the future.
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1.2 THE PLACE GUIDE

PART 1: OVERVIEW
DESCRIBING THE BETTER PLACES PROCESS

PART 2: THE BROOKLYN AND ALTONA NORTH
STORY
PROVIDING BACKGROUND AND CONTEXT
FOR BROOKLYN AND ALTONA NORTH

Better Places Brooklyn and Altona North is PART 3: CONNECTING WITH THE COMMUNITY

being undertaken as part of the Better Places SUMMARISING THE ENGAGEMENT PROCESS AND FINDINGS
program. The Brooklyn and Altona North Place

Guide provides a summary of the visioning
process undertaken, the community input and
key findings and sets out the projects and
improvements that will be undertaken into the
future.

PART 4: SHAPING THE VISION
ESTABLISHING THE VISION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The Place Guide is broken into 6 parts that
are intended to clearly describe the steps and

process undertaken to evolve from the initial PART 5: PLACE PROJECTS
consultation and visioning through to the end KEY PROJECTS THAT WILL BRING THE VISION TO LIFE
outcomes.

The Place Guide will be the guiding framework

hich fut jects will [
Zr?.und \;v ich future projects will evolve and be PART 6: MAKING IT HAPPEN
elivered. COMMUNITY FEEDBACK AND NEXT STEPS
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a vision that captures the imagination
and shared identity of the

community....

and gives people a sense that they are
actively involved in shaping the future

of the place they live in

m‘rpqrﬁ‘) t)f‘ gagement as pgrt of Khe Better Places Out and About Festival
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and About Festival (Paisley Park, Altona North)




2.1 YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW

2.1.1 EARLY HISTORY

The area now covered by Hobsons Bay is at
the eastern edge of a basalt plain that stretches
across most of Western Victoria to the Yarra
River and Port Phillip. The Firstz Peoples

who lived in what we now know as the City of
Hobsons Bay are known as the Yalukit-willam, a
name meaning ‘river camp’ or ‘river dwellers’.

The Yalukit-willam of the Bunurong are
associated with the coastal land that extends
from the Werribee River, across to Williamstown,
Port Melbourne, St. Kilda, and Prahran. The
Bunurong People were the custodians of what
is now Port Phillip Bay. They traded with and
welcomed people from other parts of the Kulin
Nation. The rivers, creeks and waterways
(marshlands) flowing through Hobsons Bay
nourish not only the Bay but were important as
food and communication channels for the First
Peoples.

Neighbouring groups to the Yalukit-willam
included the Wadawurrung, west of the Werribee
River and the Wurundijeri to the north. One
Wurundjeri clan, the Wurundjeriwillam, were
direct neighbours to the Yalukitwillam and
shared custodial obligations and rights.

The Kulin people, even those who lived great
distances from one another, understood each
other’s dialects and had an agreement about
intermarriage. One of the bonds maintaining this
agreement was “moiety affiliation”: The Kulin
divided their world into two halves or “moieties”,
with one half of the people known as waa (crow)
and the other, bunjil (eaglehawk). Individuals
were identified with one or other of these
moieties and could marry only someone from the
other moiety.

Belonging to this land were clans, comprising
one or two extended families who hunted and
gathered together. These families moved through
the landscape using their knowledge of the
environment and the seasons. The clans were
sometimes distinguished by the names of their
leading men. Two such leaders of the Yalukit-
willam were Benbow and Derrimut.

The Bunurong people are the original custodians
of the land now known as Hobsons Bay that
includes Brooklyn and Altona North. Bunurong
Traditional Owners have strong connection to
land, sea and country, and continue to have a
shared living culture with the environment today.

Parts have been extracted from the Yalikut Willam

— First People of Hobsons Bay
https.//'www.hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au/.../yalukit_willam_
bookiet. pdf

Council acknowledges that the spelling of Aboriginal words
varies as more research occurs. The spelling of Aboriginal
words used in this document relates to the 2nd edition
published in 2011,
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2.1.2 EUROPEAN SETTLERS

William Cherry migrated from Belfast in 1841.
Soon after arriving he began farming in the Keilor
area. By 1861, he owned 2,500 acres extending
from Brooklyn down to Altona. Part of this
landholding later passed to William’s son James.
It is believed that James’s home, Brooklyn
Lodge, gave name to the suburb.

In the late 1880s, a portion of Cherry’s land in
Brooklyn was leased for quarrying which was
Hobsons Bay'’s first heavy industry. Some
quarries were still operating in the City until

the 1950s, including the site of Altona Gate
shopping centre. An area, north of Barnes Road
Bridge, was also a former quarry and is now
used for landfill.

Edward Blackshaw and Thomas Miller, whose
names are still evident in the streets named
after them, were farming in the area. Edward

Blackshaw bought land in 1853 and his sons
continued farming here till 1890. They had two
hundred acres just south east of the Brooklyn
Bridge on the Melbourne-Geelong Road which
was later rebuilt. This bluestone bridge, which
was constructed in 1889 and later altered

in 1912, is located just south of the Princes
Highway (Geelong Road), at the western tip of
Brooklyn.

Thomas Miller bought farm land at the junction
of what is now Millers Road and Geelong Road
in about 1867. This photo, taken in the 1890s,
shows several members of the Miller family on
the verandah of the former Half Moon hotel
which later became a post office. It is thought to
be at the site where the Half Moon Caravan Park
was located.

Photo of the Half Moon
Hotel taken in 1890’s
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2.1.3 POST WORLD WAR Il ERA

As residential and industrial areas developed,
farms in Altona, Brooklyn and Laverton
continued to supply the needs of the nearby
population. There were still poultry farms at
Brooklyn in the 1950s, even as suburban houses
sprang up in the area.

After World War Il, hundreds of thousands

of displaced persons and assisted migrants
came to Australia from Britain and Europe.
Government hostels were set up in a number of
places in Victoria. Brooklyn was the site for one
such hostel, which closed in the early 1970s.

“The hostel straddled Francis Street and Millers
Road, Brooklyn and was located near meat-
processing works. It was said to have covered
such a large area that it eventually stretched
from the Half-Moon Caravan Park (cnr Millers
Road and Francis Street) down to the Brooklyn
Pumping Station. The hostel began in 14 wool
stores, which were divided into flats, about 1300
in all.

Meat processing was an important employer
in the municipality providing jobs for European
migrants who brought the traditional methods
of curing and preserving meat. The Thomas
Borthwick and Sons abattoir was located

in Francis Street, Brooklyn for many years.
Gilbertson’s also built their abattoir and meat
processing plant at Altona North in 1951. Soon
after the company added the Don’s smallgoods
section on a disused quarry site in Kyle Road,
which is still operating.

The demands of World War Il resulted in a
chronic shortage of housing and building
materials, all over Melbourne. Many houses were
built by their owners, often while they camped in
bungalows on the site. The Altona Cooperative
Housing Society was launched in 1948 and the
first of its houses were built at Brooklyn. It was
not until the post-WWII that residential housing
began to fill up Altona, Altona North, Laverton,
Brooklyn, Spotswood and Kingsville South.

A family moves into a flat at Brooklyn
Commonwealth Hostel, Melbourne, Victoria
Photographer, Don Edwards. Date : 1957
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2.1.4 LOCAL CONTEXT

Brooklyn and Altona North are located
approximately 10km from the Melbourne CBD.
Located in the central and northern parts of
Hobsons Bay and bounded by Kororoit Creek,
and major industrial precincts and arterial roads,
Brooklyn and Altona North represent areas of
rapid change which provide both opportunities
and challenges for current and future residents.

Brooklyn and Altona North also have an identity
and character associated with the predominantly
lower-scale, suburban style residential - but

this is facing pressure through redevelopment
and subdivision of older housing stock and
introduction of new development parcels that
are gradually increasing the local population and
densities. The suburbs are expected to undergo
significant population growth over the next 20
years with an additional 8244 residents forecast
by 2036. With infill development and industrial
land redevelopment driving this change, the
challenge is managing growth to protect the
network of open space reserves, river corridors,
recreation parks and share trails.
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2.1.5 DEMOGRAPHICS AND
SOCIO-ECONOMIC

Resident population in Altona North and
Brooklyn is expected to increase by almost
40% from 17,150 in 2021 to 28,500 in 2041.
The number of households alone in Altona
North is expected to increase from 5,329 in
2021 to 9,544 in 2041, with average household
size remaining consistent at 2.65 people per
household. Around three quarters of the area’s
total dwelling stock is detached housing. Just
over 40 per cent of households in Altona North
and Brooklyn are home owners which is 6 per
cent above the Hobsons Bay rate.

The number of younger residents in the family-
forming ages is increasing, although there is
still evidence of an ageing population and this
trend of regeneration and ageing is expected to
continue for the next decade.

The largest employment sectors for the area’s
workers are manufacturing and retail (12.9%
and 10.9% respectively). Forty seven per cent
of Altona North and Brooklyn residents (over

15 years) are in the labour force, 14 per cent
lower than for Hobsons Bay. Of these, almost
seven per cent are unemployed, compared to
the Hobsons Bay rate of almost six per cent.
Altona North and Brooklyn has a much higher
rate of people not in the labour force compared
to Hobsons Bay (42.2per cent and 33.2 per cent
respectively). A contributing factor is due to

the high proportion of people of retirement age
who live in Altona North and Brooklyn; however
with regeneration there has been a fall in the
neighbourhood’s non-participation rate.

Approximately 80 per cent of households in
Altona North and Brooklyn are car owners, which
is below the municipal rate of 84 per cent.

Forty per cent (5,262) of people were born
overseas, which is substantially higher than the
municipal figure of 31 per cent. Just over 50 per
cent of residents speak languages other than
English at home, significantly higher than the 30
per cent of Hobsons Bay residents.

- J i
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. Brooklyn Reserve, Brooklyn
Credit: JMac Constrlictions

2.1.6 OPEN SPACE + RECREATION

Kororoit Creek is the main natural feature in the
area and runs along the western and southern
boundaries. The creek is recognised as one

of Melbourne’s important waterways, and has
a key role to play in the life of the city and the
environment of the western region.

There are two key reserves in Brooklyn. Duane
Reserve has a soccer field, pavilion and
playground. Nearby, Brooklyn Reserve has four
tennis courts, a 2 basketball court, a
children’s playground and a dog park.

Several large reserves are located in Altona
North. Crofts Reserve at the western end of
Blackshaws Rd has three ovals, cricket nets
and clubrooms. To the east on Mason Street,
Paisley Park offers a large range of sports
facilities including: lacrosse and soccer fields; a
golf club and driving range; bowling greens; and
a badminton facility. In addition, it is home to
the Bayfit Leisure Centre which includes indoor
aquatic facilities and a gymnasium. Also in
Altona North is Langshaws Reserve. The reserve
is located in Cresser St and has a sports oval,
cricket nets, sports pavilion and a playground.

The Federation Trail shared path extends
between Millers Road, Brooklyn and the
Werribee River, Werribee. The trail was opened in
2006 and forms part of the Metropolitan Transit
Network.

Brooklyn and Altona North have relatively

high levels of provision to open space when
compared to other areas within Hobsons Bay.
However, approximately 20% of residents live
further than 400m walking distance away from
open space and access to open space is further
inhibited by physical and perceived barriers

like roads, insufficient walking and bicycle
infrastructure, and the impacts of urbanisation.

The Hobsons Bay Open Space Strategy 2018-
28 identifies key priorities and actions to
preserve significant environmental areas and
improve Council’s offering of opens spaces

and associated infrastructure. Together with

the Better Places initiative, we can enhance the
liveability and amenity of Brooklyn and Altona
North by improving the quality, accessibility and
connectivity of our open space areas.
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2.1.7 PLANNING CONTEXT

Brooklyn and Altona North are divided by the Westgate Freeway, but are
very similar in their setting. The suburbs include large areas of residential
zoned land, distinct industrial areas and large open space areas along
existing creek alignments. Precinct 15 (the land between Blackshaws
Road, the Westgate Freeway, Kyle Road and New Street) in Altona North
is the key development site, which has been rezoned from industrial to
residential and will be home to approximately 3000 new homes.

Brooklyn is located between two major arterial roads (Geelong Road to
the north and the Westgate Freeway to the south), and includes a small
residential area which is flanked to the north, east and west by industrial
zoned land. The residential area surrounds the Pipeline Reserve which
contains the heritage listed Main Outfall Sewer pipeline. The industrial area
to the north is within the Brimbank Planning Scheme and is influenced by
the Brimbank Planning Scheme and the Brooklyn Evolution Project. The
industrial area of Brooklyn is currently undergoing change with newer less
polluting industries moving in.

Altona North is considerably larger than Brooklyn and it includes a large
residential zoned base, two large anchor shopping centres and smaller
areas of industrial zoned land. Two major roads run through Altona North
(Millers Road and Blackshaws Road) and the Werribee train line lies to
the southern boundary of the suburb.

Various overlays apply to both Brooklyn and Altona North including the
Special Building Overlay (to ensure any development or works manage
floodwaters, minimises flood damage and protect water quality),
Environmental Audit Overlays (ensuring land is suitable for sensitive uses)
and a small presence of Heritage Overlays (to protect buildings or items of
heritage value).
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There Is no power for
change greater than a
community discovering what
It cares about

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA



STARTING THE CONVERSATION

...asking the community to
share their views on what
they love most about the
area, what they would like

to see changed, and any

big ideas they might have

to improve Brooklyn and
Altona North into
the future.

The Better Places Brooklyn and Altona North
project launched with a public engagement
process that ran throughout November and
December of 2021. The focus of the initial
engagement was to start the conversation - to
‘ASK’ the local community to share their ideas,
concerns and aspirations for the future of Brooklyn
and Altona North based around 3 simple questions:

+ What do you LOVE most about
Brooklyn and Altona North?

+ What would you like to see CHANGE?

« What are your big IDEAS for its future?

ASK

asking what the
Brooklyn and Altona
North community
values most + want to
see improved into the
future

D

@)
CHANGE




Whilst the consultation process was
undertaken within the context and
restrictions associated with Covid 19,
input was gathered through various
channels, each targeting a slightly
different sample of people and
aiming to capture the widest possible
number and range of responses.

Engagement was undertaken
through 4 key channels:

Participate Web Page

A dedicated web page was developed that allowed
community members to see what information had been
gathered to date across seven key categories and provided
the opportunity for them to share their views based around
the key themes of LOVE, CHANGE and IDEAS.

Participate
e Home Projects Log In / Join Q, search

Better Places - Brooklyn and
Altona North

Shape the place you live

Returnable Flyer Mailout

A returnable flyer was sent to all Brooklyn and Altona North
residents. The flyer was a questionnaire form intended to
provide the same opportunity for input as the Participate
page and could be returned to HBCC free of charge.

+ Follow

External Focus Group Workshops

Five workshops were conducted with interested
organisations and community members. These workshops
were grouped into particular areas of interest to streamline
the discussion. One additional workshop focused on local
shops, businesses and employment was also proposed, but
did not receive any participant interest.

Workshop #1 - Transport and Connectivity

Workshop #2 - Public Places and Spaces

Workshop #3 - Local Environment and Amenity

Workshop #4 - Housing, Neighbourhood Character and
Future Development

Workshop #5 - Community Facilities and Services

Internal Council Workshop

A series of workshops were held with Hobsons Bay Council
staff directly involved with the Brooklyn and Altona North
community to gather their thoughts and ideas based on
their understanding of the community and its needs.

= A
(ﬂmmv»{
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THE KEY QUESTIONS AND FINDINGS

Through the initial engagement process 2360 Consultation Numbers:
responses were collected. Whilst this process
only represented the first step in the consultation,
and the start of a much broader conversation, it
showed high level of interest and engagement from
the community.

Over 60% of the total responses came
directly from the community through the
Returnable Flyer Mailout and the Participate
Web Page.....

2360

Where Input Came From: responses

56

23

RESPONSES

2360 responses received
through engagement

. Retumned Flyer
. Internal Workshop #2

. Ext W/shop TRANSPORT AND CONNECTVITY

. Ext W/shop LOCAL ENIRONMENT AND AMENITY

. Ext W/shop COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES

.Participate 480
Internal Workshop #1 ideas

. Ext W/shop PUBLIC PLACES AND SPACES

. Ext W/shop HOUSING, NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER
AND FUTURE DEVELOPMENT IDEAS

over 480 ideas shared by
the community




What We Heard:

From the 2360 comments and suggestions
gathered, 976 related to things that people
LOVE about the area.

The top 7 categories make up 65% of all
comments:

Geographic Location
Parks and Ovals

Sense of Community
Social Gathering Places
Retail Activity

Variety of Retail Options
Paths and Tracks

This short list of categories helps to identify the
attributes that must be maintained or enhanced
into the future.

Summary of Responses:

Geographic Location
Parks & Ovals
Sense of Community
Other social gathering places
Retail Activity
Varitey of Options
Paths & Tracks
Health & Fitness
Civic Pride
Art & Culture
Variety of Housing
Cafes & Restaurants
Council Services
Access to Public Transport
Active Transport
Public Roads
Safety
Trees & Greenery
Family & Community Services
Playgrounds
Affordable Housing
Pollution
Employment Opportunities
Historic Connection
Halls ,Centres & Pavilions
Festivals & Events
Youth Destinations
Markets & Pop-ups
SHOPS, BUSINESSES AND

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 5
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What do you LOVE most about
Brooklyn and Altona North?

Here’s Some of What People Said:

the variety of shopping outlets / multicultural food shops / there is a movie theatre for all ages to
engage in / industrial landscape / tree canopy in southern part of Altona North is good / small
shopping precincts with fruit and vegetables - quite rare in 21C / millers junction - reading
cinemas; however, need better shops mix / road connectivity generally good / planned cycling
corridor improvements for Mason Street / relatively close access to the city / bus route along
Millers Rd / bayfit - good access to aquatic and gymnasium facilities / the playground upgrades at
Brooklyn Reserve are great and cater to a range of different users / main industrial precinct working
pretty well / pro-activeness of the Brooklyn Tennis Club to install an online booking system to allow
local community members to book a court / the playgrounds in Brooklyn are well designed and
good for different age groups / Kororoit Creek, close to the beach but with a unique character,
great neighbours, Altona North Buy Nothing group makes great connections Altona Nth has lots
of centres / Altona North Library / more frequent smaller buses that connect people across the
large suburb of Altona North and Brooklyn / the amount of greenery, open spaces we have access
to, the lovely lakes/water bodies we can walk around, the easy access to good coffee, easy
access to a number of different retail options / natural places like Newport Lakes and Kororoit
Creek, and the abundance of stores such as in Millers Junction / second avenue, local shops,
cherry lake / Altona Miniature Railway- popular local attraction / the soccer pitches and sporting
ovals are great / the Greek Orthodox Church is a great icon and has a large scale plan for cradle
to grave community facilities / great access to medical with several doctor surgeries / there are
lots of faith facilities that are also community assets including two mosques and multiple churches
/ there are relatively quiet residential areas quite close to main roads / significant potential for job
growth e.g. PazStone growing rapidly / eames ave- chapter one / Blenhiem Rd, south of Mason
Street area is good example of good development, tree character, street layout is good access to
open space, schools in this location, makes for good residential areas / younger families find the
area more affordable than neighbouring suburb of Newport - with similar access to the services
they require (e.g. Childcare build on Millers Road in AN, and others in Newport) / large blocks of
land with good set backs / love the variety of multicultural food offerings / recognise Altona Nth
aesthetic and preserve where possible (red bricks with white) / proximity to local shopping strips
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What We Heard:

898 comments of the 2360 responses collected
related to change with most responses focused
on the top 3 issues - public roads, pollution
and hooning - but with public roads being the
clear priority.

Population growth, congestion and lack of
public transport are a major concern for the
community. Air, noise and rubbish pollution

are also high on the agenda with respondents
indicating they don’t feel like enough is being
done to help. Hooning and general anti-social
behaviour is mentioned a lot with a strong need
for better engagement with the local youth.

Of the 898 comments, 66%, or a total of 598
related to the following categories.

Public Roads

Pollution

Hooning

Variety of Housing

Access to Public Transport
Active Transport

Summary of Responses:

Public Roads

Pallution

Hooning

Variety of Housing

Access to Public Transport
Active Transport

Parks & Ovals

Trees & Greenery

Safety

Council Services

Other social gathering places
Health & Fitness

Youth Destinations

Civic Pride

Paths & Tracks
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O
CHANGE

What would you like to see
CHANGE in Brooklyn and
Altona North?

Here’s Some of What People Said:

more frequent smaller buses that connect people across the large suburb of Altona North and
Brooklyn / alternate forms of public transport than the bus / improve industrial land appearance
and amenity / there’s a lack of public toilets around Altona North / public transport needs to
change / air pollution impacts particularly odour from Brooklyn industrial area in Brimbank / bring
back Paisley Station - would be a game changer / population reliant on cars for transport / create
a brooklyn train station at Francis Street / re-purpose altona refinery site once decommissioned -
clean up site and convert to sport grounds, parkland and residential sites / more curated spaces
for youth required / local drive for BMX dirt jump and pump track facilities / how do we make public
space more welcoming and used by young people? / uplift of some of the shopping precincts but
make them individual / Walker Close and Brooklyn Hall each need a full overhaul - Walker Close
is very connected and yet very hidden and inaccessible to community / lots of work can be done
with Bayfit the aquatic centre to make it more inclusive and accessible and meet the needs of
the diverse community, the sport and rec team and the CD team have already commenced some
of this work but it's extensive and needs resourcing / female friendly facilities required - there’s
a lack of netball courts and other easily identifiable female facilities / there have been reports of
street harassment at some of the smaller shopping strips - how can we make it safer for women?
/federation trail: new pathway needed / the additional housing on Blackshaws Rd will lead to
increased traffic, less parking and additional need for more public transport / borracks square
amenity isn’t great, seems cheap and looks like no one cares about the area / improve access to
Kororoit Creek / consider Paisley station reopening / too many fast food outlets / retailers in close
proximity at Blackshaws Road and Millers Road / create areas the community can relate to and
want to spend time in / safety within Borrack square / a stronger night-time economy / retention
of newer residents - population attraction / disconnect for Brooklyn / dangerous cycling on Millers
/ foster greater community engagement and participation / improve pedestrian connectivity and
safety between Brooklyn and Altona North - people from Brooklyn do walk to Altona Gate / cycle
infrastructure for commute and recreational use / racism at multi cultural shopping areas / general
neglect of suburb needs addressing / safe bike tracks separated from roads and parked cars, not
shared with pedestrians / poorly conditioned footpaths, with cracks, uneven on every street and
road / hooning and youth engagement issues / kids on illegal motorized bikes / rubbish dumping
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What We Heard:

486 responses for ideas were received. The common theme
among the ideas for Public Roads is safety - for cars and
pedestrians. Several ideas mention multi-use or shared use
of parks, grounds & facilities. Access to Public Transport
received 46 responses related to two ideas:

* A new train station

+ Improved bus interchange on Millers Rd

While addressing pollution in the area is a priority, the number
of ideas put forward was low which we read as a symptom

of the issues size and complexity. Many of the other ideas
centred on uplifting/ improving Borrack Square, Altona Gate
and The Circle shopping areas.

Many ideas relate to older kids centred around places for
them to gather, feel welcome and better engaged with the
community in the hope that new and better places for youth
might help to combat issues identified in the Change theme.

Better connections between opens spaces was a common
idea, with the completion of Kororoit Creek trail to Cherry
Lake the standout.

Summary of Responses:
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What are your big IDEAS for the
future of Brooklyn and
Altona North?

Here’s Some of What People Said:

improve bus interchange on Millers Road / improving the Mobil refinery site to be more native and
natural and a railway station for Altona north / open a new rail station near former Paisley station
to serve suburb and link to bus routes connecting to commercial and industrial areas / create a
looping bus route from West Gate Freeway Millers Rd on-ramp to Southbank BVD, at NGV, and
return to Millers Rd off-ramp accommodate workers and school kids direct access to St. Kilda Rd
- possibly every 10 minutes / light rail direct down Mason St / bring back a train station to Paisley
or Altona North to help traffic congestion / through Millers Road Spine Structure Plan increase
density and mixed use along spine to improve connectivity and walkability of precinct and increase
local services / better bicycle connection millers road / how do young people (under 17yo) travel
to access other amenities outside this area....walk - are paths in good order?.....ride - are bike
lanes sufficient?....public transport - is this sufficient?....have we looked at access needs for non-
drivers? / create safe active transport routes to the 3 school zones from Precinct 15 / create more
direct bicycle access to Altona Beach, along Millers Road, from Brooklyn / create better safer bike
and walking links to the Creek from the residential areas to the east / nice walking and bike trails
from Mason St to the beach / continuation of the trail Cherry Lake would be wonderful / finish the
Kororoit Creek walk to Altona / shared user path from the south end of Mills St to Racecourse
Rd using the train line easement / fly over bridge at Kororoit Creek Rd/Millers Rd for cyclists, as
you cannot cross on a bicycle in peak times / need to consider affordable housing opportunities
/ we’re trying to buy our first home in the area, but its too expensive. Would love to see some
affordable housing options / embrace, support and celebrate our multiculturalism / more street
murals / cafes and a place to gather Brooklyn / more pop up dining like Rudimentary in Footscray
/ bars, pubs and restaurant that is safe for females - in a central location / recognise and cultivate
the food heritage and future options - create a food scene / vouchers to eat locally and support
local business / amenity improvements where residential areas adjoin industrial areas / paint the
Altona refinery silos with vibrant art? Unsure if that can happen but with the refinery changes
maybe a possibility / green walls and innovative Urban forest design for Brooklyn / check in with
young people on their thoughts and ideas via appropriate forums - possibly link in to the current
online “catch-ups”/ drop-ins / community facilities especially for the younger families and younger
children / proper master planning of the Open Space in Precinct 15 / keep us updated regularly
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SHAPING THE VISION




Shaping a shared vision
for the future of
Brooklyn and Altona North



SHAPING A SHARED VISION

Creating a shared vision
that captures the values
and aspirations of our
community and can be used
to guide future projects and

improvements

One of the challenges that places face as they
change and grow is that they often do not have

a clear and shared vision as to what that change
should look like and how to protect and enhance
the things that make that place special. While

the people that make up a community may have
different and sometimes conflicting priorities about
what they want to see happen, it is essential to
establish a vision that can be used to help guide
future changes and improvements.

The initial consultation phase went out to the local
community to ‘ASK’ people to share their views
on what they love most about the area, what they
would like to see changed, and any big ideas they
might have to improve Brooklyn and Altona North
into the future. Input was gathered through focus
group workshops, Council’s Participate Webpage
and a mailout questionnaire. A total of 2360
responses were received.

The next step in the process was to ‘SHAPE’ the
community’s views into a clear vision. The vision
may evolve over time, but aims to guide decision

making, manage change and identify future
priorities and improvements. Once the Brooklyn
and Altona North community has reviewed and
provided input into the vision, this information will
be used to identify Place Projects. These projects
will begin to bring the vision to life - to ‘MAKE’ the
vision happen.

As each Place Project is identified and evolves,
the community will have the opportunity to provide
input. Each project will be continually assessed
against the vision to ensure that it reflects the
values, ideas, and priorities originally expressed by
the community.
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BETTER PLACES - THE 3 STEP PROCESS

The vision may

evolve over
time, but aims to
guide decision
making, manage
change and
identify future
priorities and

improvements...

STEP 1 ‘ASK’

asking what the
Brooklyn and Altona
North community
values most + want to
see improved into the
future

(@)
CHANGE

~

KEY THEMES KEY THEMES
+ +
PRINCIPLES PRINCIPLES

STEP 2 JECLV S visio
shaping a shared
vision that can be

used to guide future

changes + projects

KEY THEMES
+
PRINCIPLES

é

PLACE
PROJECTS

STEP 3 i \"J:\ {5

undertaking projects
that will bring the
vision to life
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THE VISION FOR
BROOKLYN AND
ALTO NA N O RT H :;23/:?1?2 ;olieli/ri);:rlzg:nd Altona North is broken

+ Improving The Liveability and Amenity Of The Area
« A Place That Is Easier and Safer To Move Around

Vision Statement + Bringing The Community Closer Together

Brooklyn and Altona North continue to be distinct communities with their own
unique identities, but are brought closer together through their shared vision to make
the area a more liveable, connected and a healthier place to live.

These themes are intended to describe what the
Brooklyn and Altona North community values most as
well as the elements that they want to see protected
and improved into the future.

The local amenity and sense of well-being is improved through reductions in air,
noise, and rubbish pollution, helping to make the area feel healthier and cleaner - and
a place that the community is proud to call home.

Brooklyn and Altona North become better connected through improved walking,

cycling and transport connections, enhancements to the local shopping and IMPROVING THE APLACE THAT IS
community destinations that they share, and a strengthening of the green character LIVEABILITY AND EASIER AND SAFER

he local AMENITY OF TO MOVE AROUND
across the local area. THE AREA

Community connections and the cultural diversity of the area are strengthened
through better public spaces and new opportunities for local events, sports, and VISION
activities. Youth are well catered for with more options to learn, exercise, play and
congregate in their local area, helping them to feel welcome and more connected to
their local community.

Brooklyn and Altona North continue to grow and change over time, but in ways that
e : BRINGING THE
strengthen the qualities that make these areas feel special - and make them even better COMMUNITY CLOSER

places to live into the future. TOGETHER
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THEMES, PRINCIPLES AND

INSPIRATION

Each of the 3 key themes include a statement that

describes the general view§, values and aspirations ImprOV]_ng ’l—l’le leeablllty and
expressed by the community through the LOVE, el .
CHANGE, IDEAS engagement process which is Amen]_ty Of ’Hle Area

followed by a series of Guiding Principles that set out
the key improvements the community want to see

oceur. e o A Place That Is Easier and Safer
&5‘ To Move Around

For each of the key themes a variety of real-life
examples are shown to provide ideas and inspiration
and to get the community thinking about the potential
projects and initiatives that they would like to see

undertaken to bring the vision to life. AY& Brlnglng ﬂ]e Communlty
In this way the vision not only describes the core values ?AY Close]_‘ Together

of the Brooklyn and Altona North community, but also
provides practical ideas and steps towards turning the
vision into real improvements into the future.

BROOKLYN AND ALTONA NORTH | PLACE GUIDE



THEME 1 :

Improving The Liveability
and Amenity Of The Area BTG

For many residents in the local Principles
area, their first priority is to reduce
air, noise, and rubbish pollution,
and focus on making the area

a healthier, cleaner and greener
place to live.

All future projects within Brooklyn and Altona North should,
wherever practical, aim to achieve the following key principles:

Develop new initiatives, projects and partnerships that will deliver
reductions in air, noise, and rubbish pollution and help to make Brooklyn
and Altona North cleaner and healthier places to live

Improve the accessibility and connectivity of reserves and increase the
amount of greenery in streets and public areas throughout Brooklyn and
Altona North

One of the biggest concerns expressed throughout the
consultation, particularly from Brooklyn residents, was
the impact that air, noise and rubbish pollution is having
on the amenity of the area and health and well-being of
the residents. Other recurring themes relate to issues
such as traffic congestion and the ‘car-dominated’
character of the area, concerns over piecemeal
‘densification’ and the impact this is having on the

local character, and the potential that future population
increases will further exacerbate these problems. For
many people, addressing these types of issues is

their number one priority to improve the liveability and
amenity of the area and make Brooklyn and Altona
North healthier, cleaner and greener places to live.

Reduce the ‘car-dominated’ character of Brooklyn and Altona North
by undertaking upgrades and new works that will help to reduce
traffic congestion and make our streets and public domain more safe,
attractive and ‘people-friendly’

Recognise the diversity and different characters of the neighbourhoods
and precincts that make up Brooklyn and Altona North, and manage
future growth to minimise negative impacts and maintain a level of
housing variety and affordability in the local area

IMPROVING
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IDEAS AND
INSPIRATION

COMMUNITY LED TREE PLANTING PROGRAMS TO HELP GREEN-UP THE
LOCAL AREA AND BRING THE COMMUNITY TOGETHER
’ Upper Kedron Community Planting Event (Credit: Brisbane City Council)

Improving The Liveability
and Amenity Of The Area

What are the most important v ;
projects and initiatives that you ' Y | _
think need to be undertaken to IMPROVING THE CONNECTIVITY OF OPEN SPACE AREAS AND INCREASING THE

. th | blt nd m t AMOUNT OF GREENERY IN STREETS AND PUBLIC AREAS ‘:' = : ;
Improve € liveanlli y a ameni y Greening the Pipeline - Williams Landing (Credit: Melbourne Water) o

of Brooklyn and Altona North?

CITIZEN LED PROJECTS TO MONITOR POLLUTION LEVELS , CREATE
INCREASED PUBLIC AWARENESS AND CAMPAIGN FOR ACTION
Clean Air Campaign - Our Clean Air Kit (Credit: Friends of The Earth)

Here are some real-life
examples to provide ideas and
inspiration:

PROVIDING NEW HOUSING OPTIONS THAT ARE AFFORDABLE BUT ARE LOWER SCALE CREATING STREETS AND PUBLIC SPACES THAT ARE GREENER AND FEEL MORE
AND MORE SUITED TO EXISTING NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER ‘PEOPLE-FRIENDLY’
Reynard Street Townhouses, Coburg (Credit: WPI) Malop Street Green Spine - Geelong (Credit: Outlines Landscape Architects)




THEME 2 :

A Place That Is Easier and
Safer To Move Around

Making Brooklyn and Altona North
more walkable and bike friendly,
and developing new initiatives
and projects that will promote a
shift towards public transport and
active transport into the future.

There is a lot of concern amongst the residents of
Brooklyn and Altona North around traffic issues and
safety along the main vehicular routes such as Millers
Road and Blackshaws Road, and a fear that these
issues are only going to get worse into the future as
the population grows. Many people expressed that the
area is very car-focused and that the public transport
options that are currently available are inadequate
and don'’t offer a practical alternative to private vehicle
usage. It was also regularly noted that the area is

not very pedestrian or bike friendly and that there

are a lot of safety issues - meaning that walking and
cycling are not a viable or attractive option for most
people. The community desperately wants to see the
traffic congestion and safety issues addressed, for

big improvements to be made to the public transport
network and for the area to become much more
pedestrian and cycle friendly.

FASIER AND SAFER TO IVGNSAR@ISIND,

Guiding
Principles

All future projects within Brooklyn and Altona North should,
wherever practical, aim to achieve the following key principles:

Future planning of the areas movement network to give priority to public
transport and active transport to promote their development as safe,
convenient and viable alternatives to private vehicle usage

Develop new initiatives, projects and partnerships that will improve
safety, reduce traffic congestion and vehicle speeds, and manage
heavy vehicle movements along key routes such as Millers Road and
Blackshaws Road

Focus on undertaking upgrades and new works that enhance pedestrian
and cyclist linkages between key destinations and help make Brooklyn
and Altona North a more bike and pedestrian friendly place
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IDEAS AND
INSPIRATION

A Place That Is Easier and
Safer To Move Around

What are the most important
projects and initiatives that you
think need to be undertaken to
make Brooklyn and Altona North
easier and safer places to move
around?

Here are some real-life
examples to provide ideas and
inspiration:

Terrace

4 b 0.5 km CHANGING THE CHARACTER OF STREETS TO SLOW TRAFFIC AND MAKE
2 min THEM FEEL MORE PEDESTRIAN FRIENDLY
| Holland Street, South Australia (Credit: JPE Design Studio)
o ’
| To Halifax
| Street

BETTER PATHWAY LINKS AND WAYFINDING SIGNAGE TO MAKE THE AREA MORE
PEDESTRIAN AND CYCLING FRIENDLY
Frome Street Bikeway - Adelaide (Credit: Aspect Studios)

USING TECHNOLOGY AND NEW FORMS OF TRANSPORT TO INCREASE
TRAVEL OPTIONS
Citymapper Smart Ride (Credit: Citym